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Club Officers 

President 
   James Litwin 
   262-637-2787 (Cell 262-939-7926)    
   president@racinercclub.com 
    

Vice President 
   Roger Nickolaus 
   414-761-1907 (Cell 414-405-8004) 
   vp@racinercclub.com 
 

   Secretary/Treasurer 
   Bob Johnson    847-421-5494 
   secretary@racinercclub.com 
 

Field Chairman 
   “Hoss” Hossalla 
   414-651-0968 
   field@racinercclub.com 
 

Safety Officer 
   Dan Pozel 
   262-939-0548 
   safety@racinercclub.com 
 

Tractor Chairman 
   Eric Armantrout 
   262-498-1035 
   tractor@racinercclub.com 
 

Compost Director 
   Jerry Rose 
   262-639-6711 
   compost@racinercclub.com 
 

Webmaster 
   Justin Francisco 
   414-484-4574 
   web@racinercclub.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
   Dennis Vollrath 
   Cell 262-994-6342     
   newsletter@racinercclub.com 
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Editors Note: 

Our secretary/treasurer had a very bad accident that 

resulted in several broken ribs among other issues.  

As a result, there are no October minutes available 

for this November newsletter  (Get better Bob!). 

JIM’S CORNER 
Fall is here!    No snow yet, but the cold winds are howl-
ing.  Right now the winds seem to have cut down on 
some of the flying.  The field was cut yesterday (as I 
write this article) and it will probably be the last time for 
the year.   
 
Wood cutting party is scheduled for this weekend, so we 
should be good for the upcoming winter season. 
 
As a reminder, the Club’s Annual meeting is Sunday, No-
vember 14th at 1 PM at the field.  We will be voting on 
the proposed By-Law changes (Shown elsewhere in this 
newsletter) and for next years’ club officers.   
 
There will be paper ballots for each.  There is still time if 
you are interested in being a club officer.  At this time, all 
current officers have agreed to stand for reelection. Nom-
inations can be made at the meeting prior to the vote. 
 
At this meeting we will have to deal with a situation 
where a member did not appear for compost duty.  De-
tails will be presented at the meeting. 
 
For those of you who are / were thinking of a new build-
ing project for this winter, you will have noticed the lack 
of available planes, motors, and receivers.  It seems that a 
lot of inventory is stuck in containers on ships stranded 
off shore.   
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On the larger planes a $100 container fee has 
been added to the cost of the planes.  Ven-
dors just passing along the increased cost as 
they develop.  In spite of that, there will be 
some really great new planes at the field this 
spring based on the purchases members have 
made recently. 
 
Also remember, next year’s membership 
dues schedule will be voted on at the Decem-
ber club meeting, and dues can be paid after 
the meeting.   
 
Signing up for Compost Site duty will start at 
the January meeting, and not before. 
 

I would like to thank everyone who has 
helped make this a great flying year.  The 
field maintenance, the spring shelter tear 
down and fall set up were done quickly and 
easily with all the help, special events like 
the picnic and open house Fun Fly, and the 
general on goings all make this a successful 
and enjoyable club to be a part of.  Thank 
You. 
 
The stove fire will have the shelter warm, so 
see you at the Sunday November 14th meet-
ing. 
Fly Safe & Have Fun 
Jim Litwin 
President 

 2022 PROPOSED FIELD RULE & BY-LAW CHANGES 
There are two (2) proposed changes to the Club By-Laws for membership considera-
tion.  Shown below are those proposals.  In each case, shown first is the current lan-
guage, followed by the proposed change.  The actual changed language is shaded or 
highlighted, however you can view it.  These proposed changes will appear in this 
month’s newsletter (Oct) and again in the November newsletter, and then voted on at 
the November 14

th
 club meeting. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
CURRENT WORDING 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
SECTION 1.01  ELIGIBILITY 

B. At the time of application/renewal, all regular members and senior citizen mem-
bers shall be obligated to sign up to work at least two (2)  shifts at the Mt. Pleas-
ant compost site.  Compost Site duty dates may be selected by the member pri-
or to the opening date of the compost site for the season.  After that date, the 
Compost Site Chairman may assign any member a duty date, if the member 
has not selected a duty date.  The member is responsible for working the Com-
post Site assignments. 

PROPOSED WORDING 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
SECTION 1.01  ELIGIBILITY 

B. At the time of application/renewal, all regular members and senior citizen mem-
bers shall be obligated to sign up to work at least three (3)  shifts at the Mt. 
Pleasant compost site.  Compost Site duty dates may be selected by the mem-
ber prior to the opening date of the compost site for the season.  After that 
date, the Compost Site Chairman may assign any member a duty date, if the 
member has not selected a duty date.  The member is responsible for working 
the Compost Site assignments selected or assigned.  The Club will not be in-
volved in date changes or replacements. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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CURRENT WORDING 
SECTION 1.02  CLASSES OF  MEMBERS 
 

There shall be the following classes of members: 
A. Regular Member – A regular member shall be nineteen (19) years of age or 

older.  Dues rate to be $70. 
 B.  Junior Member – A junior member shall be under nineteen (19) years of age, or 
           a full-time student under twenty-two years of age.  Special junior rate to be 
           $1.00 . 
 

PROPOSED WORDING 
SECTION 1.02  CLASSES OF  MEMBERS 
 

There shall be the following classes of members: 
A. Regular Member – A regular member shall be eighteen (18) years of age or 

older.  Dues rate to be $70. 
 B. Junior Member – A junior member shall be under eighteen (18) years of age. 

Special junior rate to be $1.00 . 

Dennys Stuff  
Things have been rather slow around 
here for your editor.  Some RRCC mem-
bers are aware I’ve been working with 
vision problems over the past 
summer.   
 
After many visits this past sum-
mer to my ophtamologist along 
with visits to a retina specialist 
on Hy 50 near I94, vision in my 
right eye presently tested out at 
20/40, with my left eye at 20/30.  
That limits what I can fly for the 
time being. 
 
Seems just about everyone in 
our RRCC club has gone to 
those A123 battery packs for re-
ceiver power.  Those LiFe packs 
are a close second, but my expe-
rience has shown that these plastic 
bagged LiFe battery packs have a signifi-
cantly higher failure rate than the alumi-
num cased A123 packs. 
 

I have assembled a LOT of two cell 2300 
and 2500 mah A123 receiver packs for 
our club members over the past 10 years 
or so. 
Normally, the Lithium based battery 

packs such 
as the LiPo’s, 
LiFe and 
A123 packs 
use a white 
“JST” con-
nector for the 
required bal-
ancing of the 
cells during 
the charge 
cycle. 
 
When I built 
up those bat-
tery packs 
years ago, 

the white JST connectors were very diffi-
cult to find.  Now, everyone sells them, 
including www.digikey.com, even Ama-
zon has JST kits for all sizes from two 
pins to six pins. 

Servo Balance JST Balance 
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Most people in our club are just happy 
with the packs I built up using a servo 
type balance plug.  However, I have a 
supply of the three pin white JST balance 
plugs on hand.  And, I will make an offer 
to replace any of the servo connector 
balance plugs with the white JST plugs, 
at a half dollar per pack.   
 
While we are at it, most people in our 
club are aware that these LiFe, A123 and 
LiPo battery packs absolutely MUST be 
balance charged.  Charging a LiPo bat-
tery while NOT balance charging is a big 
risk of a LiPo fire.  A fully charged LiPo 
on fire can easily burn down your house. 
 
So, just what is “Balance Charging?” and 
what is going on during that process? 
 
The old NiCad and NiHD battery packs 
by design automatically balanced each 
individual cell during the charging pro-
cess.    The same applies to those lead 
acid batteries used in just about every-
thing else.  
 
The nature of these Lithium cells in-
volves heating up the cell if the charger 
keeps going during the charging cycle on 
these battery types. 
 
The Lithium type cells operate very dif-
ferently when the charger keeps going 
after one or more cells is fully charged. 
 
As an example, the A123 cells hold 
about 3.4 Volts DC per cell while being 
charged at perhaps 5 Amps. These cells 
hold that 3.4 Volts DC up until the cell is 
nearly fully charged. 
 
If you keep charging that A123 cell at 5 
Amps AFTER it is fully charged, all hell 
lets loose.  
 
The problem is, when an individual 

A123 cell in a string of A123 cells hits 
full charge at 3.60 Volts DC, it be-
comes an open circuit to the charger. 
 
So what happens when one cell hits 3.60 
Volts, the voltage on that cell starts 
climbing up, far past the 3.60 Volt limit, 
while the other cells stay at the 3.4 Volts 
DC.  This can and will cause permanent 
damage to the A123 and LiFe cells.  
 
But, doing the same thing to a LiPo can 
cause the LiPo cells to go into a thermal 
run away, where it starts heating up in-
ternally, causing a faster chemical action 
resulting in more heat.  Heating up re-
sults in a faster chemical action, again 
and again.  And, once the temperature 
hits perhaps 500 degrees F or so, you 
have a fire. If the battery was fully 
charged, the LiPo battery turns into a 
blow torch, with flames going several feet   
or more.  
 
Years ago, I blew up a two cell A123 
pack by using a DC supply not designed 
for that purpose.  The voltage on that 
pack hit 7 Volts per cell, resulting in the 
cell blowing off its top. 
 
There was no fire, but I had internal dust 
from the cell sprayed all over my comput-
er desk.  That stuff is like printer toner, 
that made a real mess to clean up. 
 
Shortly afterward, I designed my own 
A123 charger to charge my battery 
packs.  Still have that thing, it works well.  
Later on, I picked up a pair of high pow-
ered Cellpro PL8 chargers that have 
been in use now for many years. 
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Log Splitting 
day! 

Very FAST Model   
(And it’s electric!) 
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09/22/21 4-6 Bill Flannery Gerald Bublavy   

09/29/21 12-2 Douglas Karge Bruce Napieryowsk   

09/29/21 2-4 Douglas Karge     

09/29/21 4-6 Douglas Karge Gerald Bublavy Herbert Ludowieg 

10/06/21 12-2 Buzz Paricka Pete Luks   

10/06/21 2-4 William (Oz) Miller   Ron Dixon 

10/06/21 4-6 Jim Houtsinger Gerald Bublavy   

10/13/21 12-2 Trygve Smalley     

10/13/21 2-4 William (Oz) Miller   Ron Dixon 

10/13/21 4-6 Stephen Knackert   Herbert Ludowieg 

10/20/21 12-2 Trygve Smalley     

10/20/21 2-4 William (Oz) Miller   Ron Dixon 

10/20/21 4-6 Stephen Knackert Donald Parkinson   

10/27/21 12-2 Buzz Paricka Dennis Krzyzanek   

10/27/21 2-4 Buzz Paricka Dennis Krzyzanek   

10/27/21 4-6 Trygve Smalley   Herbert Ludowieg 

11/03/21 12-2 Stephen Knackert James Martinich   

11/03/21 2-4 James Martinich     

11/03/21 4-6 James Martinich     

11/10/21 12-2 Paul Willems     

11/10/21 2-4 Pete Luks     

11/10/21 4-6 Jim Strelitzer     

11/17/21 12-2 Paul Willems Michael Stein   

11/17/21 2-4 Michael Stein     

11/17/21 4-6 Jim Strelitzer Michael Stein   

11/24/21 12-2 Paul Willems     

11/24/21 2-4 Pete Luks     

11/24/21 4-6 Jim Strelitzer     

12/01/21 12-2 Steven Navone     

12/01/21 2-4 Steven Navone     

12/01/21 4-6 Steven Navone     


